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The controversy over “The Little Mermaid” 2023 4 7 A4 258

The new adaptation of “The Little Mermaid” is prompting deep outrage and indignation among those

who are arguing that (Dthe “forced diversity” has weakened their faithfulness to the original story.

Ariel, who has been considered one of the most popular Disney Princesses, was depicted as a red-
haired and fair-skinned mermaid in the 1989 animation film. Regarding the casting of Halle Bailey, a
black African actress for Ariel, the director Rob Marshall said, “We were looking for the best actress for
the role. We saw every ethnicity. The goal was to find someone who can be incredibly strong, passionate,
beautiful, smart, clever and with a great deal of fire and joy. Bailey had all of those qualities, plus the
voice Ariel demands. That voice that is so ethereal and so beautiful that it captures the heart of Prince
Eric and he looks for her for the entire film.”

The movie has achieved significant financial success, grossing over $347 million worldwide at the
beginning of June, surpassing its production budget of $250 million. It has been quite successful in the
US, the UK, the Philippines and Indonesia.

However, it has flopped in China and Korea, with some moviegoers expressing disappointment in
Ariel being played by a Black actress. Chinese audiences were especially unhappy because the image of
the mermaid from Hans Christian Andersen's fairy tale holds a significant place in their hearts. Accepting

the new casting requires a leap of imagination.
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Q1 What kind of emotions is the new adaptation of “The Little Mermaid” prompting among movie fans?
Q2 DTHRONEKIE? @QFNILBREF)MLT—AARgDBTEDLIRTHTEINTVETH,

Q3 How does Ariel look like in the 1989 animation film?

Q4 Why did the director Rob Marshall cast Halle Bailey as Ariel? Did he do it for the diversity?

Q5 Was the movie financially successful?

Q6 Where was the movie especially successful?

Q7 Where did the movie flop?

Q8 Why were Chinese audiences disappointed with the movie?

The Little Mermaid | Official Teaser Trailer
FURL-w—AA Ry F&4R

"The Little Mermaid" tanks in China, South Korea amid racist backlash
CNN &7+ v v #—, Kristie Lu Stout A D= o2 — ZAFMH LY




We often see racist responses whenever a person of color is cast in a role considered “traditionally” White.
In @a predominantly white world, all heroes or heroines are white, and anti-Blackness has been a
common feature of the American public life for a long time.

@ While there are plenty of legitimate reasons to dislike a movie, these critics often hide their discomfort
behind other thin arguments, claiming historical or cultural, or sometimes scientific accuracy. In short,

(3they are trying to mask racism.

For example, some critics say: @“The original story of ‘The Little Mermaid’ was written by a Danish

author Hans Christian Andersen, therefore Ariel should be White.” However, according to the text, Ariel

and the rest of her mermaid kin are from "far out in the ocean at the bottom of the sea." Strictly speaking,
it is unclear whether the little mermaid lived near Denmark.

Or, some people say, “If a movie always has to be faithful to the original story, what about the ending
of the movie?” In the original Andersen’s story, the mermaid is told by a wicked witch to kill the prince,
but she throws the knife away, and sacrifices herself to save him, throwing herself into the sea and
changing into a sparkling foam. The ending is very different from that of the Disney film. Others say,
“In Anderson’s original story, the mermaid doesn’t even have a name.”

@ In another case, GMatt Walsh, Daily Wire host, said, "From a scientific perspective, it doesn't make

a lot of sense to have someone with darker skin who lives deep in the ocean”.
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Q9 When do movie fans tend to give racist remarks?

Q10 THEDIIOWT FHEALFLLI,

Q11 T#EG®II>\WT:How do racists try to mask their racism?

Q12 Who wrote the original story of “The Little Mermaid”? Where is the author from?

Q13 THODERIIODWTICALRRGI HHLEIONITH RALEREZEEZSEICHALELL),

Q14 The ending of the original story of “The Little Mermaid” is very different from that of the Disney
film. How are the two different?

Q15 Is the little mermaid in Anderson’s original story called Ariel?

Q16 THGMattWalsh i, [V b r~w—2X 4 FRRADITTHRV] &) FRICOWT, &0 X ) RiRRL
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“We're doing this again?” - Trevor Noah, the previous host of “The Daily Show”, said exasperated
last year, as he addressed the racist backlash to Black Little Mermaid. “Once again, a bunch of Internet
racists are upset that a fictional character is being played by a Black person,” Noah said. (6“This is so
ridiculous, and honestly, I don’t know what the big deal is.

In an interview with Face, Halle Bailey shrugs, “As a Black person, you just expect (Dit and Dit’s
not really a shock anymore.” She also said she was never going to pay attention to what social media said.

She told the Sunday Mirror: “I'm from the Deep South. It’s not like this is the first time I've
experienced racism.” She added: “My Nana used to see her family cotton picking, and my grandpa
remembers ‘whites only’ water fountains. All of that hate I got is nothing compared to the racial
discrimination that my ancestors experienced in their lifetime.”

Bailey said despite the backlash, she decided to focus on some of the (®more heartening responses
to her casting. She shared a video compilation of little black and brown girls smiling and rejoicing when
they saw the new Ariel.

Bailey added how she thinks her younger self might have felt if she had seen Ariel depicted as a
person of color: "What that would have done for me, how that would have changed my confidence, my belief
in myself, everything. Things that seem so small to everyone else, it's so big to us. I want the little girl
in me and the little girls just like me who are watching to know that they’re special, and that they should

be a princess in every single way. There’s no reason that they shouldn’t be.”
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Q19 What did Halle Bailey say about the reactions of social media?

Q20 What kind of racial discrimination did Bailey’s grandparents experience when they were young?
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1. The new adaptation of “The Little Mermaid” is prompting deep outrage and indignation among those

who are arguing that the “forced diversity” has weakened their faithfulness to the original story.

2. It has flopped in China and Korea, with some moviegoers expressing disappointment in Ariel being

played by a Black actress.

3. These critics often hide their discomfort behind other thin arguments, claiming historical or cultural, or

sometimes scientific accuracy. In short, they are trying to mask racism.

4. “All of that hate I got is nothing compared to the racial discrimination my ancestors experienced in

their lifetime.”

5. Bailey added how she thinks her younger self might have felt if she had seen Ariel depicted as a person

of color.
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[254] Halle Bailey is called a “woke” actress. What is “woke” ?

INLRA = E LRI, “woke actress” Y TN TV ET,

woke I, wake DBEHRTTH EZBDOETIE FHILVWEBEKTELNTNET,

“woke” (3. Z R A AERBE T IILHY LR TRETV AR/ LABAICEL T E#H, &V JLEEK
TBR5>7TH,2017 #FI2, Webster Dictionary 12, 2D L IBEH IMNFIL=, “Woke: Aware of and

actively attentive to important facts and issues especially issues of racial and social justice.”
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Hi!

Last weekend, I watched “The Little Mermaid” with my friends in a theater. We like it a lot!
But I've heard that many people don’t like the movie. The trailer of the movie got more than 1.5 million

dislikes on YouTube!

Do you know why they dislike the movie?
And what do you think about it?

Your friend,

Sam

Hi, Sam! Thank you for your e-mail.

Best wishes,

Q25 Halle Bailey said:

1) She was never going to pay attention to social media.
2) All of that hate she got is nothing compared to the racial discrimination that her grandparents and
ancestors experienced.”

3) Despite the backlash, she decided to focus on little black and brown girls’ reactions to Black Ariel.

What can we learn from her attitude?

Trevor Noah Unpacks The Racist Response to The Little Mermaid | The Daily Show
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The Little Mermaid | Official Teaser Trailer
FUbL-=—AARy FER

Kids React to 'The Little Mermaid' Trailer in Priceless Way
BEADT7')TILERT “She’s black!"t EN BADLDFLEH0BRLEINTNET,







